
 

 

In the fall of 2008, 11-year old Michael (known 

as Mikey) Carraway Jr. was a typical sixth 

grader. The handsome, well-mannered young 

man had a passion for music and played the 

drums, guitar and began learning the tenor 

saxophone.  He was in the math club, studied 

Indian dance, and participated in a youth sports 

league. 
On October 21, 2008,  

everything changed. 

Mikey became lethargic, lost his appetite and 

his eyes were jaundiced. His mother, Shaheda 

Wright, was quite alarmed, as her son had 

always been extremely healthy.  She rushed 

him to Kaiser Oakland, where he was later 

admitted. Days later, he was transported by 

ambulance to UCSF, and on October 25, Sha-

heda was advised that her son would need a 

liver transplant. 

“I was completely hysterical,” Wright recalls. “I  

Things grew worse over the next few days, 

and Michael was declared a status 1A. Though 

the prognosis was grim, Shaheda was ever-

faithful and did not leave Michael’s side. 

“The staff at UCSF was so caring and compas-

sionate,” Shaheda said. “They moved things 

around so that I was able to stay in the patient 

room right next to my son.  I come from a 

large faith-based family, so most days there 

were family members and friends in the wait-

ing area lending their support and prayers. 

The staff was very accommodating and did 

everything they could to keep me and my 

family in the loop about what was happening 

and what to expect. They made sure that we 

remembered to eat, get fresh air…I just can’t 

say enough about them.” 

By October 30, Shaheda was mute with 

worry.  Growing more frustrated by the min-

ute, all she wanted to know was whether or 

not a liver had become available for Mikey. 

One night later, on Halloween, Shaheda’s 

prayers were answered. 

“This other doctor, Josie, came up to me and 

told me that she was there to inform me that 

a liver had been found for Mikey,” Shaheda 

said. “A 15-year-old from Southern California 

had been killed in an automobile accident. His 

family wanted to donate his organs, and my 

son was lucky enough to be named the liver 

recipient.” 

The procedure went well, and Mikey returned 

to school in December of 2008. When Sha-

heda asked her son what he wanted most 

for Christmas, he told her that he wanted to 

feed the homeless. 

“I wasn’t totally surprised, because Michael 

has always been a kind-hearted child, but I 

was just so proud that he wanted to pay the 

gift of life forward by feeding those in need.” 

With that, Mikey decided to launch “Mikey’s 

Meals,” a program designed to provide meals 

to the less-fortunate on a monthly basis. 

Mikey and his mother, his sister Faith, and 

several other family members fed 25 people 

during Christmas of 2008. 

Since then, Mikey’s Meals has helped feed 

nearly 1200 Oakland residents. In addition to 

providing meals, Mikey’s Meals recently 

sponsored its first toy drive. 

In the spirit of paying the gift of life forward, 

Michael, his mother, sister, grandmother and 

cousin recently completed training as CTDN 

Donate Life Ambassadors.  Their hope is to 

educate and advocate around the impor-

tance of organ, eye and tissue donation by 

highlighting Mikey’s life-changing experience 

as a grateful organ recipient. 

“I can’t describe to you the feeling that I had 
when I was given the news that my son’s life 
would be spared because there was a liver 
available for him….it’s more emotional than 
anything I’ve ever experienced, including 
childbirth. Now, every time that we go out 
and feed homeless, I get that same indescrib-
able feeling…there is simply nothing else 
that compares…..” 

couldn’t fathom how this happened. It  

wasn’t until I had a conversation with      

the wonderful Dr. Phil Rosenthal that I 

began to calm down.”  Dr. Rosenthal as-

sured Shaheda that Michael was going to 

receive the best possible care at UCSF. 


